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Agenda

What is Cognos 8 BI?

Why would you want to move to Cognos 8 BI?

How to get there?



What is Cognos 8 Business Intelligence

The next major release of 
Cognos ReportNet, PowerPlay, 
Cognos Metrics Manager and 
DecisionStream

Plus new functionality across all 
BI capabilities

All on the single web services 
architecture, introduced with 
Cognos ReportNet



Cognos 8 Business Intelligence 

Deep web analysis
Dimensionally modeled relational 
analysis

Cognos PowerPlay Web

New transformational functionalityDecisionStream

Advanced Initiatives Tracking
Strategy Map Design Center

Cognos Metrics 
Manager

Dimensional reporting
Dashboarding charts

Cognos ReportNet

New FunctionalityCurrent Product

Single, unified architecture for all capabilities – one portal, one data service,
one metadata, one content store, one security . . .



Upgrade and Migration

An upgrade refers to the next version of a product or role

A migration refers to a change from a prior product to a 
new product designed for a similar purpose

IWR
Visualizer (Web and Windows)
Cognos Query
Impromptu (Windows)
NoticeCast

ReportNet 
PowerPlay Web
Metrics Manager
Role-based Bundles (RN + S7)
DecisionStream

MIGRATIONSUPGRADES



Customer Upgrades

Cognos 8 BI package options:
Cognos 8 Business Intelligence – all BI capabilities
Cognos ReportNet 8 – Query, Reporting and 
Dashboarding
Cognos PowerPlay 8 - Analysis
Cognos Metrics Manager 8 – Scorecarding
Cognos DecisionStream 8 – Data Integration

Supported ReportNet, PowerPlay, Metrics Manager, and 
DecisionStream licenses under user, role or CPU pricing are 
entitled to upgrade the Cognos 8 BI matching package
Customers who purchased under seat+server model must go 
through a license model change prior to their upgrade



ReportNet – Why Upgrade?

Templates & style 
formatting
Conditional 
Formatting
Multiple summaries 
in group and footer 
calculations 
Automatic drill up 
and down on 
hierarchies
And/or filters

Extended Self Service Reporting – Query Studio



ReportNet – Why Upgrade?

Automatic drill capabilities & 
dimensional awareness 
Rich executive dashboards

Special chart styles, such as 
gauges and maps
Filter controls directly on 
report page
Multiple charts on single 
report; OLAP and relational 
data sources
Advanced graphics design 
control

Dimensional Reporting and Dashboarding



ReportNet – How?

Automatic Upgrade

Content store

Reports and queries

All, or by package/folder 

SDK users

Upgrade only non SDK accessed objects

Leave SDK accessed objects until applications updated



PowerPlay Web – Why Upgrade?

Dimensionally 
modeled relational

Dimensionally 
aware relational
Star and 
Snowflake 
schemas (slower)

Deep web analysis 
- Managing large 
data

Summarizing
Data tree
Search

Large data volumes



PowerPlay Web – Why Upgrade?

Richer analysis

Asymmetric reports

Mixed dimensions in 
rows or columns

Mixed levels

Reporting off OLAP 
sources

Schedule

Bursting



PowerPlay Web – How?

Cubes automatically transfer

Series 7 security applies

PP Web reports and Upfront content

Upgrade utilities

Available - end of the year

Note: no need to upgrade PowerPlay Client or 
PowerPlay Excel

Mobile analysis



Metrics Manager – Why Upgrade?

Advanced Initiative 
tracking through 
projects and 
actions

Enhanced user 
personalization

Strategy map 
design center 



Metrics Manager – Why Upgrade?

Enhanced graphing & 
charting 

Advanced history 
Cause & effect charts
Hover over graphs

Integration with Cognos 8 
Report selection
WatchList portlet
FM model – reporting, 
query, event 
management
Security model



Metrics Manager – How?

Automatic upgrade 
Export data
Initialise empty database in  Metrics studio
Import data

Data load 

ETL tool 

Metrics Designer

Pathways to understanding

ReportNet

Series 7 IWR and PP



DecisionStream – Why Upgrade?

Unicode

New transformations

Folders in the designer environment

Enhanced data type support 

Cognos 8 integration

Shares a single service

Query mechanism



DecisionStream – How?

Automatic Upgrade
catalog(s) updated automatically

Post upgrade you may need to:

Modify command line scripts to new location of the 
Cognos 8 executables

Source control package to the New DS8 catalogs

Leverage Cognos 8 security



Availability

PowerPlay Web

DecisionStream
Metrics Manager

ReportNet

Available on demand on Cognos 8 GA

Automatically shipped to supported customers

Cognos 8 MR1



Migration

A migration refers to a change from a prior product to a 
new product designed for a similar purpose

IWR
Visualizer (Web and Windows)
Cognos Query
Impromptu (Windows)
NoticeCast

ReportNet 
Role-based Bundles (RN + S7)
PowerPlay Web
DecisionStream
Metrics Manager

MIGRATIONSUPGRADES



Securing your Series 7 Investments

Series 7
Series 7 version 4 planned
Enhancement and support – until at least December 
2010

Commitment to your success
Migration paths – services, licensing and tools

Cognos 8 – Series 7 interoperability
Series 7 namespaces in Cognos 8
Upfront portal content in the Cognos 8 portal  
PowerPlay 7.3 content published to Cognos 8
Drill through from PowerPlay to ReportNet reports



Moving from Series 7 to Cognos 8

Business case for a move

Is it necessary?

Interoperability – business needs change

Migration – ‘involves more than an upgrade’

Planning

Move using utilities

Some authoring

Testing



Licensing through the transition

Licensing

Dual use refers to a user who is licensed and supported 
for both a prior product and a new product 
interchangeably for a period (e.g.:  IWR / ReportNet 
consumer)

License model change refers to a switch from a prior 
licensing model to a current model, such as Server + 
User, to Per User (reasonable servers)



Roadmap

Metadata Migration

Available now

Impromptu Catalogs

Architect Models

Impromptu Report Migration

Available now

Impromptu Reports

Impromptu Web Reports and Upfront

Coming soon

PowerPlay Web Reports

In development



Example migration – Moving ‘IWR and 
Upfront’

Series 7 Deployment Manager – package up content

Reports, metadata, security and Upfront content

Migration Tool - convert deployment package to Cognos 8 BI

Import the deployment package to Cognos 8 BI

Study logs 

Structural, functional or formatting Issues.

Refinement may be required in Report or Analysis Studio

Test as if new 

Deploy to live Cognos 8 BI environment



Services

Get to Cognos 8 service
Assessment (defined deliverables & timelines)

Migration/Upgrade Service (product dependant, version 
dependant, complexity of implementation dependant)



Summary

Cognos 8 BI is the only choice for 
Standardisation

Great reasons for going to Cognos 8 BI

Commitment to your success

Interoperability, licensing,  services and tools


